The President\u27s Letter by McPheeters, Julian C.
The IPresidenrs letter
Julian C. McPheeters
Asbury Theological Seminary opened her doors for the fall quarter on Sep
tember 18th. The summer months were filled with activities in preparation
for the fall opening. It was perhaps the busiest summer in the history of the
Seminary.
Our new business manager, Mr. Earl Savage, assumed his duties in July. He,
in cooperation with the Vice-President, Dr. li. Joseph Martin, supervises the
many activitiC'S now involved in our building program in the erection of four
new buildings: the Morrison Memorial Administration Building, the Estes
Chapel, the Library Building, and the "Betty Morrison'' memorial apartment
house building for married students.
In addition to the supervision of the many activities entailed with the con
struction of these buildings there has been the work in connection with the
erection of twenty Government units for G. I. men. Several dwelling houses
have been remodeled into apartments for married students.
The big problem with which we were confronted during the entire sum
mer was the question of housing faciliities for the steadily increasing num
ber of new students applying for admission at the opening of the fall quar
ter. Before mid-summer it was evident that we would need housing for a hun
dred more students than we have room to accommodate. This situation makes
doubly imperative the pushing of our building program for more room.
The June commencement was a r-ed letter day in the history of the Sem
inary. There were thirty B.D. graduates in the graduating class, the largest
in the history of the institution. The commencement offering for the "Betty
Morrison" Memorial Building exceeded |31,000. The total of the new gifts
announced at commencement exceeded |130,000.
The new organization of the Alumni As.sociation was effected at commence
ment with Dr. R. P. Shuler, pastor of the Trinity ^Methodist Church of Los
Angeles, delivering the alumni address. Dr. Shuler also delivered the Bacca
laureate sermon. Rev. Don Morris, pastor of the First Methodist Church at
Saginaw, Michigan, was elected president of the Alumni Association. Dean
F. H. Larabee, who had been dean of the Seminary since 1924, retired as dean
at the June commencement and was elected Dean Emeritus. Dr. William D.
Turkington, professor of Xew Testament in the Seminary, was elected as
dean to succeed Dr. Larabee. Dr. B. Joseph Martin, professor of Christian
Education, was elected Vice-President of the Seminary. Dr. Larabee contin
ues in a teaching capacity on the faculty in the field of Xew Testament Greek.
Mr. T. Delos Crary was elected treasurer of the Seminary to succeed Mr. J. H.
Prichard who found it necessarv to resign on account of his heavy duties in
connection with the Prnterosfnl Herald.
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Inasmuch as we are dealing with an
event which antedates the period in
which an exact chronology can be es
tablished, it seems the part of wisdom
to avoid an undue dogmatism in hold
ing to any of the above theories. I can
not close this article without calling
attention to the fact that the fifteenth
century date seems to accord best with
the Biblical data. It must be remem
bered that difiiculties are not the same
as proved errors. Hence there is no
valid reason for rejecting the Biblical
dating, which is reached by moving
back from established dates (e.g. that
of the establishment of the Monarchy)
by the number of years indicated in
the records as consumed by interven
ing events, in favor of dates which are
themselves contradicted by other
events in both Egypt and Canaan. It
is possible that larger information
may make a place in both the history
of Egypt and that of Palestine and
Trans-Jordania for an Exodus in the
fifteenth century' B. C.
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A new department has been established in the field of Christian Education,
offering the M.R.E, degree. Two new members have been added to the faculty
in this department to assist Dr. B. Joseph Martin who heads the department.
The new staff members in this department are James D, Robertson, Ph.D.,
and C. Elvan Olmstead, Ph.D., This new department meets an increasing de
mand in the field of Christian Education.
The Ministers Conference for 1947 will be held February 25-27. The two
principal lecturers at the conference will be Bishop Edwin Holt Hughes and
Dr. R. P. Shuler. Other special lecturers for the year will be Russell R. Pat-
ton, A.B., Th.B., B.D., in the field of Practical Theology, Dr. G. W. Ridout in
the field of Biographies of Holiness Leaders, and Dr. Richard E. Day in a
series on Beacon Lights of Faith. Holiness Emphasis Week, sponsored by the
student body will be observed April 7 - 11, 1947, with Dr. Harry E. Jessop as
speaker.
The year is full of promise at Asbury Theological Seminary and we ear
nestly request that our friends continue to undergird the institution with their
prayers.
